Readings, Wednesday, December 7, 2022

1 Kings 21:17-29

The word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying: Go down to meet
King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria; he is now in the vineyard of
Naboth, where he has gone to take possession. You shall say to him, "Thus
says the Lord: Have you killed, and also taken possession?” You shall say to
him, “Thus says the Lord: In the place where dogs licked up the blood of
Naboth, dogs will also lick up your blood.” Ahab said to Elijah, “"Have you
found me, O my enemy?” He answered, "I have found you. Because you
have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord, I will bring
disaster on you; I will consume you, and will cut off from Ahab every male,
bond or free, in Israel; and I will make your house like the house of
Jeroboam son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah,
because you have provoked me to anger and have caused Israel to sin.
Also concerning Jezebel the Lord said, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel within
the bounds of Jezreel.” Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the
dogs shall eat; and anyone of his who dies in the open country the birds of
the air shall eat.” (Indeed, there was no one like Ahab, who sold himself to
do what was evil in the sight of the Lord, urged on by his wife Jezebel. He
acted most abominably in going after idols, as the Amorites had done,
whom the Lord drove out before the Israelites.) When Ahab heard those
words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth over his bare flesh; he fasted,
lay in the sackcloth, and went about dejectedly. Then the word of the Lord
came to Elijah the Tishbite: “"Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself
before me? Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring the
disaster in his days; but in his son’s days I will bring the disaster on his
house.”

The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 27:5-11

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord;

one thing I seek; *

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord *
and to seek him in his temple.

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; *
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling
and set me high upon a rock.

8 Even now he lifts up my head *
above my enemies round about me.

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation
with sounds of great gladness; *
I will sing and make music to the Lord.

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; *
have mercy on me and answer me.

11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." *
Your face, Lord, will I seek.
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
12:35-46

Jesus said to his disciples, “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit;
be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding
banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes
and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when
he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down
to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle
of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?” And
the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his
master will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of
food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find
at work when he arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of
all his possessions. But if that slave says to himself, ‘My master is delayed
in coming,” and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women,
and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that slave will come on
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not
know, and will cut him in pieces, and put him with the unfaithful.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



