ADvent

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Connect + Inspire + Transform

MARCH 12, 2025
HoLY EUCHARIST ~ Rr7e IT~ 4:00 PM

GREGORY THE GREAT, BISHOP AND THEOLOGIAN, 604

Welcome to Advent Episcopal Church, offering worship of The Episcopal Church to the Northwest Valley. Everyone is
welcome to come in person or you can join us on-line on Advent’s Facebook page or Advent’s YouTube channel. Our
worship follows the Holy Eucharist according to the Book of Common Prayer with a brief homily. Following the
Litany of Healing, healing prayers will be offered for those who desire it. We hope you enjoy the service!

All standing, the Celebrant says BCP 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and

for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, you raised up Gregory of
Rome to be a servant of the servants of God, and inspired
him to send missionaries to preach the Gospel to the
English people: Preserve your church in the catholic and
apostolic faith, that your people, being fruitful in every
good work, may receive the crown of glory that never
fades away; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS [18:1-15]]

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as
he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.
He looked up and saw three men standing near him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to
meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My
lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your servant.
Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that

you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass
on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said,
“Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the
tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three
measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.”
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to
prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by
them under the tree while they ate. They said to him,
“Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the
tent.” Then one said, “l will surely return to you in due
season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah
was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had
ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After | have grown old,
and my husband is old, shall | have pleasure?”

The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say,
‘Shall | indeed bear a child, now that | am old?’ Is anything
too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time | will return to
you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah
denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He
said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”

C: The Word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

PsaLm 57 Said by half verse
1 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful,
for | have taken refuge in you; *
in the shadow of your wings will | take refuge
until this time of trouble has gone by.
2 | will call upon the Most High God, *
the God who maintains my cause.
3 He will send from heaven and save me;
he will confound those who trample upon me; *
God will send forth his love and his faithfulness.
41 lie in the midst of lions that devour the people; *
their teeth are spears and arrows,
their tongue a sharp sword.




> They have laid a net for my feet,
and | am bowed low; *

they have dug a pit before me,
but have fallen into it themselves.

®Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, *
and your glory over all the earth.

7 My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; *
| will sing and make melody.

8 Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; *
I myself will waken the dawn.

1 will confess you among the peoples, O LORD; *
| will sing praise to you among the nations.

0 For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, *
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

11 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, *
and your glory over all the earth.

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO
MARK 10:42-45

Jesus called his disciples and said to them, "You know
that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are
tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but
whoever wishes to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many."

People:
C: The Gospel of the Lord.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.
P: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY
A LITANY OF HEALING

The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding
Let us name before God those for whom we offer
our prayers.

The People audibly name those for whom they are
interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and
might have it more abundantly;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple
of your presence;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and
have our being;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick,
injured, or disabled, that they may be made whole;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are
lonely, anxious, or despondent, a knowledge of your will
and an awareness of your presence;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Mend broken relationships, and restore those in
emotional distress to soundness of mind and serenity
of spirit;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister
to the suffering, granting them wisdom and skill,
sympathy and patience;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold
by the grace and consolation of your Holy Spirit those
who are bereaved;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human
sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the world;

Hear us, O Lord of life.
You are the Lord who does wonders:
You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
And in your light we see light.
Hear us, O Lord of life:

Heal us, and make us whole.
Let us pray.

The Celebrant concludes the Prayers with a suitable Collect

CONFESSION OF NEED

Instead of the Confession of Sin, the following confession of
need may be used. The minister introduces the prayer with
these or similar words:

Let us confess our need for God’s healing grace.

Silence

Minister and People:

Compassionate God, we confess our weaknesses and
our need for your strengthening touch.



We turn to you, source of life, and ask in the name of
our Savior Jesus Christ for the gifts of true healing and
life in you. Amen.

Celebrant:

May the God of love visit you in your times of trial and
weakness, and raise you to newness of life, through
Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The minister may introduce the laying on of hands and
anointing with these or similar words.

The ministry of Jesus invites us to new life in God and
with each other. In the laying on of hands and anointing
we proclaim the Good News that God desires us to be
healthy and one in the body of Christ.

You are invited to offer yourself, whatever your sickness
of spirit, mind, or body, and ask for healing and whole-
ness in the Name of the holy and undivided Trinity.

The minister then lays hands upon the person and anoints
the person. Laypersons with a gift of healing may join the

celebrant in extending hands in prayer at a second station.
After all have been blessed, the following prayer is said:

Celebrant: As you are outwardly anointed with this holy
oil, so may our loving God give you the inward anointing
of the Holy Spirit. Of God’s bounty, may your suffering
be relieved, and your spirit, mind, and body restored to
grace and peace. May all of us in the frailty of our flesh
know God'’s healing and resurrecting power. Amen.

God of all mercy: help us who minister with the sick and
dying to remember that though we may appear healthy,
we, too, suffer from the universal human condition in a
fallen world. Flesh withers, and we must all die to the
life we know. Therefore, O God our help, teach us to be
aware of our own infirmities, the better to make others
understand they are not alone in their illness. Restore
us all in the love of the holy and undivided Trinity which
is our true health and salvation. Amen.

THE PEaAcCE  All standing, as able.

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Maintaining proper social distance, the Ministers and
People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds:

It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the
knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

SANCTUS S 130

Celebrant and People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues: BCP 368

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is
to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning
the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all



of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where with

the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are
bold to say,

People and Celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The People come forward single file, one at a time at each
communion station to receive the bread and intinct the wine
at the nearest chalice station. In place of the usual post-
communion prayer, the following prayer is said:

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously

accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,
wherever He may send you.

May He guide you through the wilderness,
protect you through the storm.

May He bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders He has shown you.

May He bring you home rejoicing
once again into our doors;

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you
and remain with you always. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
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