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Welcome to Advent Episcopal Church, offering worship of The Episcopal Church to the Northwest Valley. Everyone is
welcome to come in person or you can join us on-line on Advent’s Facebook page or Advent’s YouTube channel. Our
worship follows the Holy Eucharist according to the Book of Common Prayer with a brief homily. Following the
Litany of Healing, healing prayers will be offered for those who desire it. We hope you enjoy the service!

All standing, the Celebrant says BCP 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People
Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, whose Spirit guides us into all truth and makes us
free: Strengthen and sustain us as you did your servant
Harriet Ross Tubman. Give us vision and courage to stand
against oppression and injustice and all that works
against the glorious liberty to which you call all your
children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JUDGES (9:50-55)

Abimelech went to Thebez, and encamped against
Thebez, and took it. But there was a strong tower within
the city, and all the men and women and all the lords of
the city fled to it and shut themselves in; and they went
to the roof of the tower. Abimelech came to the tower,
and fought against it, and came near to the entrance of
the tower to burn it with fire. But a certain woman threw
an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head, and crushed his
skull. Immediately he called to the young man who
carried his armor and said to him, “Draw your sword and
kill me, so people will not say about me, ‘A woman killed

him.”” So the young man thrust him through, and he died.

And blessed be God'’s kingdom now and forever.

When the Israelites saw that Abimelech was dead, they
all went home.

R: The Word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

PsaLm 102:18-28

18 Let this be written for a future generation, *
so that a people yet unborn may praise the Lord.

1% For the Lord looked down from his holy place on high; *
from the heavens he beheld the earth;

20 That he might hear the groan of the captive *
and set free those condemned to die;

21 That they may declare in Zion the Name of the Lord, *
and his praise in Jerusalem;

22 When the peoples are gathered together, *
and the kingdoms also, to serve the Lord.

23 He has brought down my strength before my time; *
he has shortened the number of my days;

24 And | said, "O my God, do not take me away in the
midst of my days; *
your years endure throughout all generations.

25 |n the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of
the earth, *
and the heavens are the work of your hands;

26 They shall perish, but you will endure;
they all shall wear out like a garment; *
as clothing you will change them,

and they shall be changed;

27 But you are always the same, *
and your years will never end.

28 The children of your servants shall continue, *
and their offspring shall stand fast in your sight."



THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO
Luke (11:5-10)

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, "Suppose one of you has a
friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him,
Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of
mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.'
And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door
has already been locked, and my children are with me in
bed; | cannot get up and give you anything." | tell you,
even though he will not get up and give him anything
because he is his friend, at least because of his
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he
needs. "So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given you;
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened."

R: The Gospel of the Lord.  P: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY
A LITANY OF HEALING

The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding

Let us name before God those for whom we offer
our prayers.

The People name those for whom they are interceding. A
Person appointed then leads the Litany

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and
might have it more abundantly;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple
of your presence;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and
have our being;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick,
injured, or disabled, that they may be made whole;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are

lonely, anxious, or despondent, a knowledge of your will
and an awareness of your presence;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Mend broken relationships, and restore those in
emotional distress to soundness of mind and serenity
of spirit;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister
to the suffering, granting them wisdom and skill,
sympathy and patience;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold
by the grace and consolation of your Holy Spirit those
who are bereaved;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Restore to wholeness this broken world, forgive our
sins and bring us to everlasting life. Hear us, O Lord of
life:

Heal us, and make us whole.

Celebrant Heavenly Father, giver of life and health:
Comfort and console all those who are suffering in mind,
body or spirit. Be present to them in their weakness and
restore them to health that they may praise your holy
Name and live in the fullness of your love and truth. We
pray this in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: The ministry of Jesus invites us to new
life in God and with each other. In the laying on of
hands and anointing we proclaim the Good News that
God desires us to be healthy and one in the body of
Christ.

You are invited to offer yourself, whatever your sickness
of spirit, mind, or body, and ask for healing and whole-
ness in the Name of the holy and undivided Trinity.

The minister then lays hands upon the person and
anoints the person. Laypersons with a gift of healing may
join the celebrant in extending hands in prayer at a
second station. After all have been blessed, the following
prayer is said:

Celebrant: May God the Father bless you, God the Son
heal you, God the Holy Spirit give you strength. May
God the holy and undivided Trinity guard your body,
save your soul, and bring you safely to his heavenly
country; where he lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.



THE PEACE  All standing, as able.

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the
name of the Lord.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds;

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made
us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us
to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity,

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.

People and Celebrant:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The People come forward single file, one at a time at
each communion station to receive the bread and
intinct the wine at the nearest chalice station. In place
of the usual post-communion prayer, the following
prayer is said:

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,
wherever He may send you.

May He guide you through the wilderness,
protect you through the storm.

May He bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders He has shown you

and into our doors once again;

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Minister: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

b7 A

F A
ADVENT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
13150 W Spanish Garden Drive
Sun City West, Arizona 85375
Phone (623) 584-0350



