Readings April 4, 2026 Easter Vigil

The Creation — Genesis 1:1, 26-28, 31a

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Then
God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.”

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth.” God saw everything that he had

made, and indeed, it was very good.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
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Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea — Exodus 14:30 — 15:18

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the
sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians upon their
chariots and their chariot drivers. So, Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As
the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the, Egyptians into the
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot
drivers, the entire army of Pharoah that had followed them into the
sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their
right and on their left.

Thus, the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians. Israel
saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So, the
people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant
Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: ™I will
sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he
has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, and
he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him,
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; the Lord
is his name.

“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his

picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea. The floods covered them;
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they went down into the debts like a stone. Who is like you, O Lord,
among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in
splendor, doing wonders? You stretched out your right hand, the
earth swallowed them.

“In your steadfast love you led the people you redeemed; you
guided them by your strength to your holy abode. You brought them
in and planted them on the mountain of your possession, the place,
O Lord, that you made your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your

hands have established. The Lord will reign for ever and forever.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
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The valley of dry bones — Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was
full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying
in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can
these bones live?" T answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I

am the Lord."

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no
breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a

vast multitude.
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Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and

will act," says the Lord.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
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A new heart and a new spirit — Ezekiel 36:24-28

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the
countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean
water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness,
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you;
and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your
body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my
spirit within you, and make you follow my statues and be careful to
observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to

your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
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The New Testament Lesson — Romans 6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with
him by baptism into death, so that just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we also will live with him. We know that Christ being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life
he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead

to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.



