THE EASTER VIGIL
APRIL 4, 2026, 5:00 PM



The Blessing of the Fire
The liturgy begins in the back of the church.
In the darkness, fire is kindled.

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the
Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of
the Lord, in which by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

Let us pray.

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and
grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire. The Celebrant bearing the Paschal Candle along with
the ministers and people process into the church, pausing three times singing:

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The Blessing of the Paschal Candle
At the Chancel, with the Paschal Candle in place, the Celebrant says the Exsultet.

Celebrant Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout salvation for the victory of
our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished
by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with
the praises of your people.

Minister  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Minister It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice to praise you,
the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal
Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful
people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers and mothers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led
them through the Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and
holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive
away all darkness. May Christ the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning — he who gives his light to
all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant Let us hear the record of God'’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us
pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

The Creation — Genesis 1:1, 26-28, 31a

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our
image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.”

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea — Exodus 14:30 — 15:18

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians upon their chariots and their chariot drivers. So, Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the, Egyptians into the sea. The
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharoah that had followed them
into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left.

Thus, the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the
Egyptians. So, the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “l will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed
gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my
salvation; this is my God, and | will praise him, my father’s God, and | will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is
his name.

“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea. The floods
covered them; they went down into the debts like a stone. Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you,
majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders? You stretched out your right hand, the earth swallowed
them.

“In your steadfast love you led the people you redeemed; you guided them by your strength to your holy
abode. You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your possession, the place, O Lord, that you made
your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. The Lord will reign for ever and forever.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your
mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the
water of Baptism: Grant that all peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice
in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The valley of dry bones — Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and
they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" | answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the
Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. | will lay sinews on you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that | am the Lord."

So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live." | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: | am
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land
of Israel. And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O
my people. | will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A new heart and a new spirit — Ezekiel 36:24-28

| will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. | will sprinkle
clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and from all your idols | will cleanse you. A
new heart | will give you; and a new spirit | will put within you; and | will remove from your body the heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh. | will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statues and be careful to observe
my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that | gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and | will be
your God.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



Celebrant Let us pray.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred
mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world
see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made
new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Easter Proclamation
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle.
Music H 205
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious
resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live
with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson — Romans 6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer
be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we also will
live with him. We know that Christ being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn H 182 (vs.1& 5)
The Gospel Matthew 28:1-10

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People Glory to you, Lord Christ



After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see
the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear
of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; | know
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

Minister The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Beverley Rader
The Renewal of Our Baptismal Covenant

Priest Dear friends, on this Easter Sunday, let us renew the promises we made in baptism, when we
rejected Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.
Therefore | ask:

Priest Do you believe in God the Father?
All | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Priest Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

All | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Priest Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
All | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Priest Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the
prayers?
All I will, with God’s help.



Priest Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
All I will, with God’s help.

Priest Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?

All I will, with God’s help.

Priest Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

All I will, with God’s help.

Priest Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?

All I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Grant, O lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the

power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you
People And also with you

Offertory
Offertory Sentence by the Celebrant
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and make good your vows to the Most High.

The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death
he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore, we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, S 125
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.



Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of our sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, they kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

S 158
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.



Communion of the People
All who seek God are welcomed to the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. If you wish to receive the Bread,
come to the communion rail and hold out your hand to take the wafer. You may eat the bread immediately or wait to
receive it with the wine. If you wish to drink from the cup, please assist the chalice to your lips for a sip of wine. If you
wish to receive the Bread and Wine simultaneously, you may dip the wafer in the chalice. Cross your arms over your
chest if you wish a blessing rather than communion.

Communion Hymn W 313

The Post Communion Prayer
(Said by all.)
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Easter Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord,
bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to
be united with Christ forever. Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your
eternal inheritance. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Closing Hymn W 302

Minister  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude
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